COMMISSIONERS MEETING February 15, 2011


The Board of Hocking County Commissioners met in regular session this 15th day of February, 2011 with the following members present Clark Sheets, John Walker, and Sandy Ogle.

MEETING: The meeting was called to order by President Sandy Ogle.

MINUTES: Motion by John Walker and seconded Clark Sheets by to approve the minutes for the February 10th meeting with corrections.

Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea.

AGENDA: Motion by John Walker seconded by Clark Sheets to approve the agenda. 

Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea.

BILL ACTION: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Clark Sheets to approve the Job & Family Services bills dated February 10, 2011 totaling $20,090.23. Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea.

DIRECTOR OF TOURISM-KAREN RAYMORE: Director of Tourism Karen Raymore spoke to the Commissioners regarding the CCAO creating a legislative issues they would like see adopted that allow County Commissioners to have control of lodging  tax revenues. The money from the lodging taxes- know as bed tax would go into the general fund and the Commissioners would be able to disburse the funds as they see fit. Karen asked for the Support of the Commissioners as the Tourism Board now has hired Lobbyist to lobby against this proposal out of their funds.
SAFETY DIRECTOR- MARJIE DAVIS: Director Marjie Davis has requested permission to send someone from the cleaning, Maintenance or Sewage department to attend the Safety Council Meeting Wednesday, February 16, 2011 at 12:00 noon at the Olde Dutch Restaurant. The topic is “Call before You Dig.” Kevin Louden from the Sewage Dept. will be attending.
BUCKEYE STATE SHERIFF’S ASSOC.-SHERIFF: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Clark Sheets to deny the request submitted by Sheriff Lanny North for payment of membership dues for Buckeye State Sheriff’s Association, in the amount of $2,391 pursuant to Section 325.21 of the O.R.C.

Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea.

ADVANCE REQUEST: Motion by Clark Sheets and seconded by John Walker to approve the following Advance Request:

1) Sheriff
-
$7,500.00 from Justice Assistance Grant T-83 to General Fund 

Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea

ROAD REPAIR AGREEMENT-COUNTY ENGINEER: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Clark Sheets to approve the Road Repair Agreement with Ohio Oil Gathering Corporation and the Hocking County Engineer for Perry Township and Salt Creek Township- William Shaw. 
Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea.

COUNTY-WIDE AGREEMENT CONTRACT: Motion by John Walker and seconded by Clark Sheets to approve the County Wide Agreement Contracts for Salt Creek Township in the amount of $579.63. 

Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea

MIDDLE SHOOL – COMMISSIONERS MEETING: The scheduled meeting to be held at the Logan Hocking Middle School has been rescheduled to be held on April 5, 2011 instead of April 7, 2011.

J&FS CONTRACTS: Motion by Clark sheets and seconded by John Walker to authorize signing the J&FS contracts.
Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea
ASPEN ENERGY DISCUSSION: Sandy asked for opinion on the Aspen Energy proposal and John asked if we had heard from any references. Sandy stated not as of yet. John said that they should wait till they hear from the references then more discussion will be needed.
COUNTY RESIDENTS BILL AND NORMA LEHMAN: County residents Bill and Norma Lehman spoke to the Commissioners regarding an issue with the neighboring dogs killing their goats and that they had contacted the Dog Warden, Humane Society and Sheriff’s office concerning this issue and when the Dog Warden came he took pictures of different dogs in the community and we identified the dog who killed the goats – one goat was ours and the other one was our grandchild’s goat. Then the Dog Warden left a message on the owner’s door. Norma asked why wasn’t the dogs picked up? Sandy stated that she did not know the answer to that question. John said he had the understanding that the Dog Warden- Don Kiger was going to talk to the owners last Saturday. Sandy said she would look into the issue. John stated that he felt the Dog Warden is doing what he can.
SAWMILLERS LLC-TAX ABATEMENT: Motion by Clark Sheets and seconded by John Walker to authorize signing the Enterprise Zone Agreement Assignment. 
Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea.
PUBLIC COMMENT:  County resident Susan Clay spoke to the Commissioners regarding the Recycling Center up keep, and how the Center is slick due to the snow and ice conditions. She also commented on the elderly using the facility in its present condition. Bill Kaeppner stated that he has often removed the snow on his own accord but due to the generation fee turn down there is no funds to man the center. Sandy said she has contacted Sarah Winters from DD to see if they would help man the center but has not heard from Sarah. Clark stated that at the Solid Waste District Meeting they were told that they are going to rearrange the Recycling Center in hopes of improving the situation. 
RECESS: 10:29am

RECONVENE: 10:43am
DOG WARDEN- DON KIGER: Dog Warden Don Kiger spoke to the Commissioners regarding the Lehman goats and gave a report that in December that the Lehman’s goat was killed by the Smitter’s Labrador, but he thought the issue between the Smitter’s and the Lehman’s had been resolved. However, on his last call to the Lehman’s they gave a description of the dog and he went door to door and took pictures of dogs and talked to many neighbors and was told there were many coyotes in the area. He had taken the pictures of local dogs to Bill Lehman who said he was not sure if any of them were the dog that killed their goat. However, Norma Lehman identified one dog as being the one she saw on their property. Don said he was unsure how Norma could have identified the dog because she was in the house. Don stated he asked if could take the goat to have it examined and the Lehman’s agreed. Don said that after examining the goat it had been determined that it was a young male or a female coyote that had killed the Lehman’s goat and not a dog. When asked what the protocol is in picking up dogs, Don said that in order to pick up a dog you have to have sufficient evidence and probable cause. Clark asked if you can cease a dog if it is off its property. Don stated if the dog is off its property then the dog could be picked up. Sandy asked how many of the Lehman’s goats have been killed; Don said that 2 were killed; Norma and Bill had lost a Pygmy goat and Denise Lehman had lost one goat by coyotes and he feels that he has done a through investigation.
The March 1, 2011 Commissioners Meeting will be canceled due to the Commissioners will be attending a CCAO conference in Mt. Sterling, Ohio.

RECESS: Motion by Clark Sheets and seconded by John Walker recess the meeting at 11:00am. 
Vote: Sheets, yea, Walker, yea, Ogle, yea.
Peggi Warthman, Clerk


Board of Hocking County Commissioners

This is to certify that the above is the true action taken by this Board of Hocking County Commissioners at a regular meeting of the Board held on February 10, 2011.

Peggi Warthman, Clerk
Sandra Ogle, President
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