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Meeting Minutes
September 25, 2025

Members present
Audie Wykle
Michael Linton, Hocking County Commissioner
Stacey Howe
John Fuller
Steve Buckley
Rob Beiter
Scott Schrader
Jim Kilbarger

Guest in Gallery: Audrey Shultz

Minutes
· Mr. Wykle asked for a motion to accept the minutes of last month’s meeting. Mr. Linton made the motion, Mr. Fuller seconded. All vote in favor, motion passes.
· Mr. Wykle called David Baird with American Structure Point on the phone to discuss written comments from the group and public on the proposed draft ordinances.
· Short-term rental ordinance
· A comment was received about what an authorized agent means, so definition was added
· Definition of bedroom has been modified to encapsulate lofts and other ways that rentals can house guests. Mr. Linton asked for clarification on bedrooms. On page 4 of the document, bedroom is listed per square foot. An example brought up was a large room that would be considered a bedroom but had many bunks in it which could accommodate many more people. 
· In the Ohio Building Code, 70 sq. feet is what is considered habitable for a 1 person, 1 bedroom unit. So that is where the 70 ft requirement was established and then 50 ft additional per person. 
· Ms. Shultz voiced her disagreement with the square footage requirements as that limits income if a cabin can’t be rented out for the occupancy it was built for. Mr. Kilbarger stated if taxes continue to increase and then effecting an individual’s income, the public will not be happy. Mr. Buckley suggested looking at total spaces in the cabin that could be used for sleeping regarding maximum occupancy. Mr. Wykle requested that Mr. Baird look into this more. 
· Mr. Linton asked if there is a requirement regarding ingress & egress for safety.
· Changed definition for local contact person; added definition of loft and placard
· Amount of liability coverage required updated to $1,000,000. 
· Received questions about the rental requirement from the Bureau of Criminal Investigation: the thought behind it was not to prohibit someone who may have a charge on their record but more of a concern possibility of nefarious activities due to rural location of many of the rentals.
· Platform registration: purpose is for collection of taxes to assist with Hocking County bed tax administrator. Not requiring a rental to be set up on Air BnB or VRBO
· Payment of application & fees: new-$50 per property (1 parcel with multiple homes pay $50 regardless the number of homes on it)
· Variance process $150 fee to help cover staff going out and inspecting existing driveway
· Driveway standards – standard set in ordinance is in line with what the Ohio Administrative Code / Fire Code states
· Address/numbering placard: must be reflective; size requirement of placard on the structure needs to be added.
· Noise Ordinance
· Civil citation handled in county court with a fine
· Added a definition for consistent noise
· Request was received to add in target practice if not otherwise prohibited by county ordinance
· Noise level is measured at point of receiving not creation of the noise.
· Some items in the ordinances will need to be edited after meeting with the county Prosecutor’s Office.
· Structures prohibited from being a short-term rental: draft ordinance lists a kitchen required, but for example in a hotel room, there may not be a kitchen so this section may be modified
· Site Standard Ordinance
· Minimum setback standards for commercial vs. industrial
· Landscaping requirements
· Refers to Ohio Environmental Protection Agency standards for the requirement as minimum of 1 acre for stormwater
· Special Event Permit
· Mr. Wykle and Mr. Schrader attended a meeting at the Hocking County EMA.
· Document prepared by American Structure Point is being taken to the EMA’s representative and their group is moving forward with the draft. 
· Event is defined in the ordinance regarding exemptions and size of crowd
· Public meeting timeline
· October 15, 2025 @ 6:00 PM – 3 ordinances
· October 15, 2025 @ 7:00 PM – short-term rental ordinance
· Mr. Wykle asked for a motion to adjourn. Motion made by Mr. Fuller, second by Mr. Buckley.


Upcoming Meetings
· October 30, 2025 @ 2:00 PM

Minutes respectfully submitted by Hannah Montgomery, MPH, REHS
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